
 

 
 
 

 
 

   
August 8. 2018 

 
Dear Southwest Student, 
 
Welcome to Southwest!! My name is Mrs. Stephanie Dischiavi and I am the Principal.  I hope you have had fun this 
summer and that you are ready to begin learning with us at Southwest.  The teachers and I are so excited about the coming 
year and are finishing last minute preparations for your arrival. 
 
We invite you to Southwest for our Sneak Peek on Thursday, August 23 to meet your teacher and visit your 
classroom.  We will have teachers and staff ready to greet you and help you find your classroom.  We will also have 
several bi-lingual volunteers to assist with those that may need a Spanish or Hmong interpreter.  Tour guides will lead you 
to your grade level hallway where class rosters will be posted.  You will find your name on the class roster and report to 
your teacher’s classroom to meet your teacher and classmates.  The teachers and I are so excited to meet you so don’t miss 
our Sneak Peek on August 23! 

Sneak Peek 
             Thursday, August 23 
Pre-K & Kindergarten     3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
1st & 2nd grade      4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 
Parent/Guardians, 
 
The first student day of school is Monday, August 27th, for all first and second grade students while Pre-k and 
kindergarten students have an assigned day to a staggered start.  School day hours for Southwest students are 8:30 a.m. – 
3:05 p.m.  Students are not permitted to report to their classrooms until 8:10 a.m.  Supervision is provided in the gym for 
students arriving between 8:00 a.m. and 8:10 a.m.  Parents are welcome to escort their child to the classroom during the 
first week of school, but must make their way out of the building no later than 8:30 when the tardy bell rings to signal the 
beginning of the instructional day.  
 
Communicating how your students will get home from school is a priority not only for their safety, but to ensure a 
positive school experience.  During your visit on August 23, be certain to confirm that the teacher knows how your child 
will get home from school - car rider, bus with bus number, or after school Kid Connection housed in the gym at 
Southwest.  If you do not plan to attend Sneak Peek, it is critical for you to contact the school no later than August 24 to 
communicate how your child will get home from school.  Students not assigned to a bus roster prior to August 23, will not 
be permitted to ride the bus the first day of school and will require approval by the district transportation coordinator.  
 
Car riders must be picked up in the afternoon between 3:05 p.m. and 3:25 p.m.  Students are picked up in the car loading 
zone only. All students will receive a blue car rider tag to be displayed in the front or driver’s side window.  Using these 
car rider tags ensures that your child is released to an authorized adult and speeds the dismissal process.  No child will be 
released to any adult, even if you are a familiar face to the school staff, without the proper car rider tag identification. If 
you need additional car rider tags to be shared with other adults who from time to time will be picking up your student, be 
certain to complete the form in your child’s classroom during Sneak Peek.  
 
Before and after school care will be offered in the gym by Kid Connection from 6:00 a.m. to 8:10 a.m. and from 3:05 p.m. 
until 6:00 p.m.  Parents may enroll their children in Kid Connection during Sneak Peek or by picking up an application 



 

from the front office at your convenience.  The Southwest Kid Connection Director, Kathy Seagle, can be reached at 
828-328-2355 beginning August 15 or you can call the Community Schools main office at  828-464-9355.  
 
We are in need of parent volunteers!  Our first priority is to recruit parents to serve on our PTA Board.  Please keep in 
mind that serving on PTA can be customized to accommodate working parents and busy daytime schedules.  PTA Board 
members and volunteers do not have to be physically present to support Southwest.  Several parents have expressed 
interest in helping behind the scenes.  Several seated positions (president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, etc.) can be 
shared positions and both members are listed as co-president, co-secretary, etc.  It is important that we recruit several 
parents to allow us to job share fundraising, hospitality, and school-wide events so members and volunteers are not 
overwhelmed with responsibilities.  Once we have our PTA Board established it will be a joint decision to determine the 
best days and times for Board meetings which can take place during school hours or in the evening to accommodate 
working parents.  If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Dischiavi at your earliest convenience by emailing 
dischiavist@hickoryschools.net or by calling the school office.  
 
Student handbooks will be sent home with parents at Sneak Peek or with students on the first day of school.  Please 
carefully consider the points below in planning family routines and look for greater clarification in your student handbook.  
 

● Your child’s afternoon transportation plan for how he/she will get home from school each day is expected to be 
constant and without change.  Please avoid daily phone calls to alter transportation plans. 

 
● Students will not be called from the classroom for early dismissal prior to 3:05 without provided documentation 

of a scheduled medical/dental or legal appointment presented at the time of pick up.  
 

● Pre-K students, only, are to be picked up in the bus loading area from 2:50-3:00.  At 3:00, Pre-K students will 
transition to the front of the building and will need to be picked up in the regular car rider line.  

 
● During afternoon dismissal, parents are to remain in the car rider line and avoid walking to the front entrance of 

the building to obtain a child.  
 

● Complete the enclosed blue student enrollment form and return to your child’s classroom teacher on August 23 or 
the first student day.  

 
● Payment of your child’s $12.00 instructional fees will be accepted August 23 - August 31.  Please make checks 

payable to Southwest Primary School and write your child’s name on the check.  
 

● Look for your child’s Tuesday folder to be sent home each week with behavior updates, student work and school 
announcements.  

 
Please mark your calendars for September 3 & September 27.  September 3, Labor Day, is a holiday and school will be 
closed.  Thursday, September 27, at 6:00 p.m. is our Southwest PTA Open House and Book Fair.  The evening will be 
filled with student performances and opportunities for parents to join their students in the classroom for fun activities. 
You will also have the opportunity to hear from the principal, the 2017-2018 PTA Presidents, and from your child’s 
classroom teacher during a scheduled rotation for classroom visits.  Classroom teachers will be talking with parents about 
classroom procedures, teacher and student expectations, homework policies, annual field trips, and what is needed from 
you as a parent to ensure a successful school year.  
 
I hope this letter answers some of your questions about beginning the school year at Southwest.   I look forward to 
meeting you and your family soon.  If you have any questions, please call the school office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Stephanie Dischiavi 
Principal 
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